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For the state of
Wisconsin, there is
an important mission
on higher education
access — not just to help their students get into college,
but to equip them to succeed past freshman year. In 201112, Wisconsin ranked among the top 20 states with the
highest number of public high school graduates.1 With an
85.7 percent graduation rate statewide, they aim to close
graduation and college readiness gaps by 50 percent
by focusing on improved education standards, data
assessment, and educator effectiveness.2
In the Sheboygan Area School District, their high schools
are making strides to leverage student data to better
understand and assess their graduates’ outcomes
in college. One example is George D. Warriner High
School, which serves a total of 109 students, including
seven percent minority and 30 percent economically
disadvantaged students. Warriner High School prides
itself with an individualized learning experience, utilizing
modern programs such as online learning and College
Board curriculum and providing other programs and
counseling services aimed at preparing students for
college success. By using StudentTracker® for High
Schools, their administration is able to track their past
graduates’ progress through higher education in order
to assess their college preparedness efforts for
future students.

Are Students Going to College?
In the past, the high school has used phone and paper
surveys to find out how their students did five years
following high school graduation. “Unfortunately, we’ve
gotten a bad response from trying to follow up with
students on their progress,” said Jennie Maramonte,
Guidance Counselor at Warriner High School.
“StudentTracker reports help us find out where they’re
going, what types of colleges they’re choosing, and how
they persist over the years.”
With the color, real-time reports provided through
StudentTracker, they were able, for example, to discover
that in 2010, 11 percent more students enrolled in college
the fall immediately following graduation than had done
so in 2009. The top programs chosen by students were
two-year associate degrees at institutions, including
the University of Wisconsin Colleges-Sheboygan and
Lakeshore Technical College.
“The numbers and data are impossible to collect on our
own! Now we get a real benchmark on our students’
progress,” said Maramonte. For instance, they realized

there was a significant gap in the percentage of students
they thought were going to college.
“StudentTracker allows us to really improve our programs
and student outreach efforts, so we’re helping them
succeed in a variety of higher education pathways, not
just the four-year track.”

Preparing Seniors
for a Successful
Transition
Maramonte has
worked with
StudentTracker at
two out of five of
the district’s high
schools, which has
enabled them to
better prepare and
counsel seniors for
the big transition
to college. Warriner
High School also
offers a summer
course following high
school graduation
to help students
prepare to apply to
college.

“The numbers and
data are impossible
to collect on our own!
Now we get a real
benchmark on our
students’ progress…
StudentTracker®
allows us to really
improve our programs
and student outreach
efforts, so we’re
helping them
succeed in a variety
of higher education
pathways, not just
the four-year track.”

By combining
the data from
StudentTracker
Jennie Maramonte, Guidance
term reports with
Counselor, Warriner High School
their own school
data, Warriner High
School and others in the district can begin to assess the
programs that are making the difference. For example,
in Warriner High School’s 2011-12 report on college
placement test results, over 40 percent of their seniors
took ACT placement tests, which is an area they hope to
encourage participation for college preparation.3

“We can find out where they applied for fall enrollment,
or look at it along with placement tests data we receive,”
Maramonte said. “We want to know if students move on
past the first fall semester, and their total of technical
college credits. What was surprising, we realized more of
our students are picking two-year associate programs,
staying local at smaller schools. This information is
important to determine if this transition course effectively
prepares them for higher education, and it helps us
improve our counseling services.”
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Visit www.studenttracker.org to learn more or contact us
at highschools@studentclearinghouse.org.
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